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Thomas Lurz (GER) has done it again. On Sunday, September 6, 2009 he earned his fourth FINA 10km 

World Cup victory in-a-row (his fifth overall) by winning the New York City stage; the seventh out of 

12 races in the 2009 series. Lurz had a tactical race that paid off, especially considering the demanding 

conditions. The course was marked by large swells and surface choppiness that shifted the swimmers 

around. Occasionally, swimmers even drifted onto rocks that were hard to see and avoid due to the 

waves. 

 

�³7KLV�ZDV�UHDO�RSHQ�ZDWHU�>UDFLQJ@�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV´��VDLG�/XU]��ZKR�ZDV�SXVKHG�E\�D�VHDZDOO�DQG�KLW�D�

larJH�URFN�DW�RQH�SRLQW�� ³,W�ZDV�FKRSS\�DQG�,�FRXOGQ¶W� VHH´��+H�TXLFNO\� UHFRYHUHG�KRZHYHU��DQG�IRU� WKH�

next three laps he timed his attack with perfect strategy. A lead pack of seven made the last turn, but 

Lurz accelerated and the race was his. 

 

Lurz also coQILUPHG� KH� ZDQWV� WR� ZLQ� KLV� ILUVW� RYHUDOO� :RUOG� &XS� WLWOH� WKLV� \HDU�� VD\LQJ� ³WKLV� >WLWOH@� LV�

PLVVLQJ�IURP�P\�UHFRUG�DQG�,�ZLOO�JR�WR�WKH�:RUOG�&XS�UDFHV�LQ�$VLD�WR�VHH�LI�,�FDQ�ZLQ�LW�´�)UDQ�&ULSSHQ�

(USA), who finished third behind the silver medallist VlaGLPLU�'\DWFKLQ� �586��� VDLG� ³/XU]� LV� WKH� EHVW�� ,�

made a few mistakes and lost the pack for a while. When I recovered, I looked for Dyatchin and Lurz 

EHFDXVH�WKH\�GRQ¶W�PDNH�PLVWDNHV�´ 

 

,Q� WKH�ZRPHQ¶V� UDFH��Poliana Okimoto (BRA) earned her fourth 10km victory of the 2009 World Cup 

season. She later admitted that the race was difficult and that she had to work hard to beat 15 year old 

(YD�)DELDQ��86$���³,�KDG�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�WR�WDNH�KHU�DW�WKH�HQG�´�2NLPRWR�VDLG��)DELDQ��ZKR�KDG�JDLQHG�D�

15m lead at one point, surged for the win as the race drew to a close, but the more experienced Okimoto 

pursued her relentlessly for the last 600m, closing the gap with every stroke until the pair battled for the 

first touch. In the end, Okimoto had momentum on her side and won by half a body-length. Angela 

Maurer finished third and Ana Marcela Cunha (BRA) in fourth. 

 

Medallists ± MEN 
1. Thomas Lurz (GER), 1:47:41.5 

2. Vladimir Dyatchin (RUS), 1:47:43.5 

3. Francis Crippen (USA), 1:47:43.9 

 

Medallists - WOMEN  
1. Poliana Okimoto (BRA), 2:04:40.8 

2. Eva Mariel Fabian (USA), 2:04:45.3 

3. Angela Maurer (GER), 2:05:24.6 

 

The next race of the FINA 10km World Cup 2009: September 20, 2009 ± Chun An (CHN).  
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